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A Guide to Paper 2
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Introduction
Paper 2 of your GCSE exam will ask questions on a certain aspect of the ‘Crime and Punishment’ section of your course, using SOURCES.

Many students think this paper is difficult. This guide is intended to

help you to develop the skills you will need to perform to your best on the day of the exam. It includes advise on how examiners want the

questions to be answered and sample questions with worked through answers.

It is of course impossible to cover every type of question that may be

asked in an exam, but this guide will focus on 5 main types of questions:

1) Comprehension.

2) Comprehension in context.

3) Reliability/Usefulness/Value of sources.

4) Source comparison.

5) Interpretation.

- do not worry if you do not know what all of these terms mean yet, that is what the guide is for!

The best way to become confident with historical sources is to practise, and your teacher will give you plenty of opportunity to do that. Remember you have already successfully done a whole piece of coursework using these skills!
What is a Source?

A source is a piece of evidence that historians use to find out about the past.

There are many different types of sources that can be used, such as; letters, diaries, texts from books, pictures, cartoons etc.

Always read the sources and the questions carefully.

Make sure you relate your answer to the question, don’t get bogged down writing everything you can think of.

Read and use the captions underneath pictures and cartoons they can be hugely helpful.

Think carefully about timing yourself. Look at how many marks the question is worth and then work out how much time you should

spend on it.

REMEMBER. An 8 mark question does not require you to make 8

points, it is the level of analysis in your answer that gets you marks.

Whenever you see this symbol there will be essential tips and hints. If you take notice of them, your answers will improve. Here are some general hints to help you when working with sources.

1. Comprehension

There are no ‘easy’ questions in History, but comprehension source questions are the easiest on paper 2 - they are usually the first questions asked and carry the lowest marks.

Comprehension questions will usually look something like this:

What can you learn from Sources A and B about ……………

What impression do Sources A and B give of …………

What message does the cartoon in source C give about ……….

All you have to do is write down what the source is telling you about the

person or situation mentioned in the question.

1) Firstly read or look at the source or sources carefully and write down the obvious things it is telling you. Make sure you keep the question in mind.

2) Secondly look beyond the obvious and see what you can infer. What can you work out from what you have read or seen in the source even though it may not be immediately obvious?

3) Write down what you have inferred and use the source to back you up.

Infer = To work something out from what you have read or seen.

Let’s have a look at a real ‘comprehension’ source question.

Study the sources and read the question and then work through the ‘Hints for your answer.’

SOURCE A: Between 1531 and 1601 the government passed many laws relating to the poor throughout the country. These are the most important:

1531 If any man or woman being whole in body be vagrant and can give no explanation how he lawfully gets his living, he shall be tied to the end of a cart, naked, and be beaten with whips throughout the town till his body be bloody. He shall then return to the place where he was born.

1547 Anyone unemployed for three days was termed a vagrant, and could be branded with a ‘V’ and given as a slave for two years to the person who reported him as a vagrant.

      In return for bread and water he had to do everything his master told him. If he refused he could be whipped and even transported with iron rings around his neck and legs. If a slave ran away twice he could be executed.

1572 Vagrants should be whipped and bored through the ear for a first offence; executed for a third offence.

      Everyone in a parish shall make compulsory weekly payments to help the poor and sick.

1576 Parishes should provide raw materials for the unemployed to work with.

1601 Vagrants were to be whipped until they were bloody, then sent to the parish where they were born. Persistent vagrants were to be put in a house of correction. Each parish had to appoint overseers of the poor and had to tax people to provide materials to set the poor to work. People who failed to pay this tax could go to prison.

SOURCE B: A scene showing how vagabonds were treated in the sixteenth century.
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QUESTION

Study Sources A and B. What can you learn from sources A and B about the attitudes towards vagrancy in Tudor times?

(5)

HINTS FOR YOUR ANSWER.

1) After reading and looking at the sources carefully, ask yourself what are the obvious things that these sources tell you about the attitudes towards vagrancy.
Facts such as the punishments for vagabonds was cruel and poor people were expected to work.
2) These facts are all fine, but will only gain you 2 marks at the most.

Now look beyond the obvious, what do these sources infer about attitudes. What can you work out from what you have seen and read?

Inferences such as…..”public humiliation and punishment was used to show people what would happen if you did not work, to discourage others and to show the ‘hard-working’ people that these ‘idle sorts’ were being dealt with. Punishment in public was the done thing in this period, so these punishments for vagrancy were nothing out of the ordinary, however the public perceptions of the rise in the number of lawless vagrants was increased by pamphlets illustrating the ‘crimes’, featuring pictures and engravings such as source B. These leaflets were often in picture form as not many people could read, but the message is clear about what would happen to vagrants. Tales of dangerous and crooked vagabonds and rogues were very popular, e.g. Nicholas Jennings the sturdy beggar, and this increased people’s perceptions of the dangers.”
3) These are all good inferences and will gain you 3 or 4 marks. To get a full 5 marks, you need to make sure you use both of the sources, use several points from the sources to back up your inferences and bring all of your points together to make a general but substantiated comment. e.g.

all of the above – PLUS – placing the sources in context – Source A shows a gradual understanding  of the causes of the problem – taxation to help the poor, provision of work for the unemployed, establishment of systems to deal with the problem such as employing an overseer to manage the poor and their needs.
‘Overall the sources tell me that vagrancy was seen to be a growing problem in the sixteenth century which was punished quite harshly, but was gradually over time seen to be a problem that needed deeper understanding and solutions to the causes  once it was realised that physical punishment was not getting rid of the problem.’
If a question asks you to use more than one source; you must use more than one source.

DO NOT paraphrase or describe everything in a source - it is a waste of time, it will not get you any marks.

Always keep referring to the question asked, it will helpyou to avoid getting side-tracked.

2. Comprehension in Context

These questions require you to understand what a source tells us about a person or situation and then link it with knowledge you already have which is also relevant to the question.

Comprehension in context questions usually look something like this:

Use Source A and Source B and your own knowledge to explain ……….

How does Source A help you to understand …..? Use the source and

your own knowledge to explain.

1) Firstly study the source or sources - what does it tell you? Go through

the same process as you would for a straight forward comprehension question, looking for inferences as well as the obvious.

2) Then think about what else you know about the particular issue. If it is relevant and it would help you to understand the source better include it in your answer.

Let’s have a look at a real comprehension in context question.

Read the source and the question and then work through the ‘Hints for your answer.’

QUESTION

Use the source and your knowledge to explain what Source A tells you about some attitudes to vagrancy in the sixteenth-century. (8)

HINTS FOR YOUR ANSWER

1) Firstly read the caption and the source carefully and ask yourself what the source tells you about the authorities’ reactions to vagrants.
For example the source tells you that some people believed that many of the unemployed were not getting jobs because they chose not to, so were punished quite harshly and forced to work.
2) This will only gain you a couple of marks because you have not used your own knowledge at all in the answer. Now think about what you know. What do you know about people’s understanding of the way early-modern Britain was developing?

You know that the growth of the wool trade had made many poor people in rural communities lose their traditional ways-of-life and common-lands.
 - You know that the protestant reformation and the passing of the Act of Supremacy by Henry VIII had made the Church of England the one true faith in the country, and this allowed the king to close down monasteries which had previously given aid to the poor in hard times.
You know that the increasing gap between rich and poor meant the rising middle-class were fearful of the growing number of people in poverty, who had no support from the state. This fear increased in times of bad harvests.
 - You know that the invention of the printing press had given the government and others the use of pamphlets (which due to mass illiteracy were well illustrated with gory pictures) which could spread messages, and fear, increasing people’s perceptions of crime.
3) You should now be aware of what the source is telling you and what your background knowledge is. However it is not enough to just write down this is what the source tells me….., and this is what I know …
To gain maximum marks you need to link your knowledge with the information in the source.

You can link the increase in the number of poor and unemployed people

 to the changes in agriculture in the 1500s. Sheep farming was regarded as more profitable than the old medieval crop farming and less people were needed by landowners to tend to sheep. The rise in the wool trade meant massive upheaval to countryside communities and huge amounts of people found themselves out of work and out of home as their homes were rented by the landowners who now had no use for their labour, so many ‘hit the road’ and became vagrants. 
You can link the fact that little help was afforded to them by the church following Henry’s dismantling of the old church and the monasteries which used to give aid to the needy. Previously, monks and nuns had taken in poor people during depressed times, but the protestants believed that ‘idle hands make the devil’s work’ and ‘idle’ people were thought to be not deserving of help. They were lazy, and chose a life of crime and begging rather than the life of the hard-working Christian. 
 You can then link the two facts above – the country was undergoing a massive change from the medieval period – the Tudors – the royal family – now linked religion and state together, and the changing economic climate – which meant that rural (countryside) people had to get used to the changes. The large numbers of people who lost their livelihoods were expected to find work or face harsh punishments. As the century progressed however more was being done to address the problem such as the taxes introduced to pay for work schemes for the unemployed.

4) Linking what you already know to what the source is telling you creates a very good answer. Make sure it is written in a sensible way.

If a question asks you to use the source and your own knowledge then you must use both.

Start with the source and then add in what you can remember which will help you to understand the source better.

Your own knowledge must be relevant to the question, keep referring to the question in your answer to keep you focussed.

Do not start writing about the usefulness or reliability of sources in comprehension in context questions, it will gain you nothing.

Do not paraphrase the source.

3. Reliability/Usefulness/Value of Sources

You are almost guaranteed to see a question of this type on you exam paper, so be prepared. The examiner wants you to recognise that some sources have more value to historians than others, some are more reliable than others, and some are more useful than others.

Reliability/Usefulness/value questions usually look something like this:

What is the value of Source A for an historian trying to find out

about……..

How useful is Source B for an historian enquiring into ………

1) The first thing to ask of the source is, is it reliable? To do this think about:

who wrote it?

when was it written?

why was it written?

2) Then you should be able to identify whether or not the source is biased. If you believe it is biased you must be able to explain why you believe this.

3) You should then be able to make a judgment as to the source’s reliability. Whether or not a source is biased affects its reliability. The more biased the source the less reliable it is, BUT sources are never completely reliable or unreliable.

4) The second thing to ask of the source is, is it useful or valuable to an historian? Remember just because a source is not very reliable does not mean it is not useful or of value to a historian. e.g. A source written by a supporter of King Henry VIII that gives an unfavourable view of the Pilgrimage of Grace protestors may be biased, and yet be useful in telling an historian about the attitude of the state towards dissenters (people who disagreed with the rulers) at that time.

5) Usefulness/Value of sources can only be decided when you know what the historian wants to use the source for. Once you know the question being asked you need to make two lists.

	What are the uses of this source to answer the question?


	What are the problems of

using this source to answer

that question?


	
	


6) Finally once you have discussed all of the above in your answer, you need to make a final judgement. Sum up how useful or valuable you think the source is.

Reliable - can be trusted or made use of at face value.

Biased - gives a one-sided point of view.

Useful - can be used by an historian to answer a given question.

Valuable - can be used by an historian to answer a given question.

SOURCE B:  Robert Aske’s proclamation (message) to York, October 1536:

“For this pilgrimage we have taken for the preservation of Christ’s church, of this realm of England, the king our sovereign lord, the nobility and commons of the same, and with the intent of making petition to the king’s highness for the reformation of that which is amiss within his realm.”
QUESTION

How useful is Source B for an historian enquiring into the aims of the Pilgrimage of Grace?

(6)

HINTS FOR YOUR ANSWER

1) The first thing to ask the source is, is it reliable? The information for this part of your answer is in the caption that introduces the source.

Who wrote it? Robert Aske, leader of the Pilgrimage of Grace.
When was it written? October 1536, at the height of the protest. The Pilgrims had taken control of the city of York on October 15 and restored a nunnery that had been closed down.
Why was it written? A message to the citizens of York, to his followers and also to King Henry and his men.
Let’s have a look at a real reliability/usefulness/value question.

Read the source and the question and then work through the ‘Hints for your answer.’

2) This initial search through the source will really help with the rest of your answer. From this information, you can make a judgement as to whether the source is reliable.

Your answer could be that Aske wanted to get his message across to his followers about his plans to meet the king and demand a reversal of the changes in the church. You could also say that the rebels had no intention of getting rid of Henry and held him in high regard. 
3) Now that you have picked out all of these facts, you need to use them to answer the specific question. How useful is the source for an enquiry into the aims of the Pilgrimage of Grace?

It is very important that you keep the question in mind. For example the fact that the source tells us that  Aske wanted changes in Henry’s policies on the church and a reversal of the reformation, but it doesn’t mention many of the other demands that the rebels wanted.
4) At this point it would be useful to draw up a table. (Never include such a table and include it in your answer - draw it in rough and then cross it out. Don’t worry about it looking neat either, you haven’t got time.)

	What are the uses of this

source to tell me about the aims of the rebels?

	What are the problems of using

this source to tell me about the aims of the rebels?


	 - A statement by the leader of the rebels 

- Outlines the reasons for the rebellion and the intention to remain loyal to Henry

 - Addresses all the people – from the royalty to the commoners
 - The statement would have been reported to the king, and also passed around the armed rebels of the Pilgrimage of Grace
	 - Aske was a very educated man – a lawyer, so would have been very careful with his words

- It doesn’t mention the other aims, or the actual things they wanted:
· Restoration of the dissolved monasteries and nunneries

· Changes to the inheritance laws

· Reduced taxes for people who cannot afford them

· Removal of Thomas Cromwell from his job as Henry’s adviser

· Removal of some bishops who were too Protestant

 - It is only one account, although from the leader, there may have been other key rebels with other ideas.

- It was probably spoken to keep his rebels from either giving up, or taking things too far, and to try and give Henry some way to come to an agreement without losing face.


5) You now have the information that you require to write out a balanced answer as to how useful the source is. It should be quite obvious that although the source is useful for some things it is not very useful in this particular enquiry. You would need to write both sides of the argument but then sum up your judgement as to it’s usefulness at the end.

A source is never completely useful or useless.

Biased, unreliable sources can still be useful.

Usefulness or value can only be judged when you know the question you need to answer with it.

Make sure your answer is relevant. Keep referring back to the question.

The planning of your answer (e.g. the table) is very important to a good answer, nevertheless don’t waste too much time.

It is very likely that you will be asked to compare the usefulness(utility) or value of sources, in which case you would go through this process for each one and state a preference as to which is more useful.

4. Source Comparison

Once you are happy with the skills required to answer the 3 previous types of questions, comparison questions are a piece of cake.

Comparison questions usually look something like this:

Compare the value of Sources H and K for an historian enquiring into….

Do you think that Source B is more useful than Source C for an enquiry

into……

In what ways do Sources D and E agree about ……….

To what extent to Sources A and B agree about ……….

In many ways there are two types of question in source comparison, those that wish you to compare their value and those that wish you to look for differences and similarities. You know how to tackle the former from the last chapter.

1) The question may well ask you to compare two sources, but more likely you will be asked, what do these sources agree on, or how do they differ. Whichever way the question is worded, you MUST always look for both SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES.

2) As with usefulness/value questions it is often useful to draw up a table.

	Similarities
	Differences



	
	


SOURCE G : An account of the rebellion by the Tudor chronicler Edward Hall.
The king was truly informed that there was a new insurrection made by the northern men, who had assembled themselves into a huge and great army of warlike men, well appointed with captains, horse, armour and artillery, to the number of 40,000 men, who had encamped themselves in Yorkshire.  And these men had bound themselves to each other by their oath to be faithful and obedient to their captain. They called this, their seditious and traitorous voyage, a holy and blessed pilgrimage; and thus the rebellious garrison of Satan set forth and decked themselves with his false and counterfeited signs of holiness, only to delude and deceive the simple and ignorant people.

Then... a consultation was held and a pardon obtained from the king's majesty for all the captains and chief movers of this insurrection, and they promised that such things as they found themselves aggrieved by, all would be gently heard and their reasonable petitions granted, and that their articles should be presented to the king, so that by his highness' authority and the wisdom of his council all things should be brought to good order and conclusion.

SOURCE H : An account of the rebellion by the Catholic Enyclopaedia.

The movement broke out on 13 October, 1536, immediately following the failure of the Lincolnshire Rising; and Robert Aske, a London barrister of good Yorkshire family, who had been to some extent concerned in the Lincolnshire rising, putting himself at the head of nine thousand insurgents, marched on York, which he entered. There he arranged for the expelled monks and nuns to return to their houses; the king's tenants were driven out and religious observance resumed. The subsequent success of the rising was so great that the royal leaders, the Duke of Norfolk and Earl of Shrewsbury, opened negotiations with the insurgents at Doncaster, where Aske had assembled between thirty and forty thousand men. As a result of this, Henry authorized Norfolk to promise a general pardon and a Parliament to be held at York within a year. Aske then dismissed his followers, trusting in the king's promises. 
But these promises were not kept, and a new rising took place in Cumberland and Westmoreland, and was spreading to Yorkshire. Upon this, the king arrested Aske and several of the other leaders, who were all convicted of treason and executed. The loss of the leaders enabled Norfolk to crush the rising. The king avenged himself on Cumberland and Westmoreland by a series of massacres under the form of martial law. Though Aske had tried to prevent the rising he was put to death.
QUESTION

To what extent does Source H agree with Source G about the events in the Pilgrimage of Grace?
(6)

Let’s have a look at a real source comparison question. Read the source and the question and then work through the ‘Hints for your answer.’

HINTS FOR YOUR ANSWER

1) Although the question asks you to look at how far the sources agree, to answer the question fully, you must also consider the areas of disagreement. The best way to plan your answer, would be to draw up a table.

	Agree
	Disagree



	 - Led by Robert Aske
 - The rebels were armed
 - The king agreed to discuss the matter with the rebel leaders

	 - The numbers of the rebels differ

 - Source H mentions that the rebels wanted peace, but source G says that the king did.
 - Source G says the rebels were on the side of Satan

 - Source H says that the king broke his promises


2) Having completed the table you should be clear on whether the sources agree on a great deal, on some aspects but not others, or not at all. You can therefore now write a solid answer.

3) For a well-structured answer, first write about the points on which the sources agree, then write about the points on which they do not agree.

Finally write a small conclusion commenting on the extent to which they agree.

When a question asks you to compare sources; it expects your answer to include similarities and differences.
 - Draw up a quick table to focus your thoughts.

Even if the details are slightly different, the sources might agree on a broader issue.

5. Interpretation

These questions are usually the last to be asked on Paper 2 and carry the most marks. You should be prepared to spend more time on these questions. They will ask you to explain or make a judgement about the past. You are usually required to use the sources and your own knowledge.

Interpretation questions usually look something like this:
Why did the Pilgrimage of Grace fail? Use all the sources
and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

Source G suggests that Henry tried his best to solve the crisis fairly. Do you agree? Use the sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

1) It would not be feasible to go through a sample interpretation question due to the number of sources and the length of the answer.

Nevertheless the important thing to remember in answering this type of question is to produce a balanced and well structured response.

You should also plan what you are going to say - again maybe in the form of a table.

2) You should structure your answer like this:

a. An opening paragraph which refers to the question and suggests your opinion.

b. Points from the sources and your own knowledge that support the view in the question.

c. Points from the sources and your own knowledge that oppose the view in the question

d. A closing paragraph, which again refers to the question and sums up your opinion.

Plan your answer and your time carefully.

Use the sources and your own knowledge.
By Miss Evans, adapted by Mr. Humphreys, originally at www.schoolhistory.co.uk for Medicine, for Crime at www.learnhistory.org.uk






