THE AMERICAN WEST c.1840 - c.1895

SOURCES 4 TO 6 FOR QUESTION 2

SOURCE 4: A nineteenth-century painting by George Catlin of Plains Indians hunting buffalo.
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SOURCE 5: A nineteenth-century description of the way of life of the Plains indians

`The lodges are taken down in a few minutes by the squaws and easily transported to any part of the country where they wish to camp. They generally move six to eight times in the summer, following the large herds of buffalo. I saw a Sioux encampment of six hundred lodges taken down and all things packed and on the move in a very few minutes. The chief sends his runners through the encampment a few hours before they are to start. At the time announced, the lodge of the chief is seen flapping in the wind. This was the signal, and in one minute six hundred lodges were flat upon the ground.'

SOURCE 6: A painting from the 1880s by a Kiowa Indian: Wohaw. It is called `The Red Man's Dilemma'*. It shows the Indian looking away from the buffalo and towards the cow and the farm.
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* Dilemma = difficult choice

 The American West c. l840 - c.1895 Answer Question 4 and either Question 5 or 6.

4.
Study Sources 4, 5 and 6 and then answer question (a) and (c) below.

(a)
Study Sources 4, 5. and 6.

What can you learn from those sources about the way of life of the Plains Indians in the nineteenth century?

(b) Use your own knowledge to explain why there was conflict between the white Americans and the Plains Indians in the 1850's and 1860's.

(c) EITHER

(i)
Explain why the Plains Indians lost the Plains Wars even thou`~h they had won the Battle of Little Big Horn.

(12)

OR

(ii)
Explain how the actions of the United States government between 1876 and 1895 weakened the Plains Indians' way of life.

(12)

(Total: 25 Marks)
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

5.
How important was the discovery of gold to the settlement of the American West before 1860? Explain your answer.

You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

•
The wagon trains and early pioneers

I .
The settlement of Salt Lake City in 1847

•
Gold discovered in California in 1848

(Total: 15 Marks)

OR

.6. How important were the railroads in solving the farming problems homesteaders faced on the Plains? Explain your answer.

You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

•
The problems farmers faced before the first railroad was built in 1869

•
1873 The Timber and Culture Act

•
1880s The mass production of farm machinery in factories in the eastern States

(Total: 15 Marks)
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