History Department

Response to last OFSTED report dated 20-24 November 2000
In response to the previous OFSTED report the History Department has addressed the issues that were raised and has implemented the following strategies in order to improve some weaker areas and further build upon the good work already undertaken.

Numbers refer to line numbers in the Report.
142. Standards – ‘below national expectations…some adverse effect is caused by limited classroom support for pupils with special needs’
The Humanities Faculty now has its own allocated LSA who helps students in lessons every day bar Wednesday. The LSA also helps prepare differentiated materials. The scheme of work and syllabus for Key Stage 3 is being updated, improved and revamped to take in recommendations by QCA (2000). This is being phased in for September 2003 and textbooks are being reviewed and replaced.
143. Declining exam results, despite ‘work standards in line with national averages’. The History intake for exam year 2004 has been limited to an option within the higher pathway. For 2005 this has been extended to the middle pathway as well due to demand. The exam syllabus has been changed to SHP after consultation with other schools via the Schoolhistory Teachers Forum. 
144. ‘many pupils at Key Stage 3 are working below national expectations’. The department has adopted the new school strategy for banding groups within teaching groups to improve with the targeting of the abilities of students, and to assist with differentiation.

145. ‘summary statements of National Curriculum levels on wall display’ has been extended to GCSE assessment levels, to continue with this positive tactic.

146. ‘there is insufficient use of information and communication technology’. The History Department is now one of the 6 most prominent school history departments in the UK thanks to its world-famous website, launched in September 2002.  Students regularly make use of the new ICT facilities in lessons and after school, preparing History work using Word, PowerPoint, Publisher and Excel. Students are encouraged to be proactive and consult the HoD using email and other interactive learning via the website.
‘the amount of homework set is satisfactory’. A new homework policy across the Humanities Faculty since September 2002 involved the purchase of separate homework books for students to encourage ownership. Homework is set at least twice a week without fail and is posted up on the Homework Notice Board in the foyer of Floor 3 and on the website to improve parental access.

147. ‘accommodation is scattered throughout the school’. The History Department moved to the new Fortune House building in September 2002. This has improved communication and co-ordination of planning and resourcing, and also monitoring of colleagues’ lessons.
Peter Hicks, HoD during the previous report moved on in April 2001, leaving excellent foundations. Alison Irwin was promoted internally to Head of History and Humanities and continued the progress until July 2002 when she too moved on to another school. Dafydd Humphreys was promoted internally to the post the same month. Paul Morris, the deputy head and a Historian has taken up several teaching groups.

Further developments are referred to in the Department Action Plan.

Dafydd Humphreys, March 2003. 

